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Compound comminuted fracture of the thigh.—Two of these cases
exist in the hospital. These patients were not bled, hut required a sup-porting course. Great suppurations, exfoliation, erysipelas and diarrhoea
occur. In the patient first brought in, union has taken place, while sup-
puration and exfoliation are still in progress. The other has diarrhoea
and enormous swelling of the limb, so that it is not probable he will
recover.*
The straight posture of the limb in fractures of the thigh has been ge-
nerally preferred in this hospital ; and its success has fully justified thispreference. Two long and narrow splints connected at the lower extre-
mity, are applied on the principle of Desault's apparatus.Boston, November, 1835.
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[Communicated for tlte Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]
In regard to almost everything in nature, except human life and health
and disease, mankind are ready to acknowledge thai there are fixed prin-
ciples and permanent laws, and established order and system.They do not believe that there are any fixed laws of life, by the proper
observance of which, man can, with any certainty, avoid disease and pre-
serve health, and prolong his bodily existence :—and they are confident
that the experience of the human family in all ages has fully and conclu-
sively demonstrated the correctness of their views.
Thus, we are told, it is completely demonstrated by the experience
of all nations and all ages, that human life and health and disease are mat-
ters either of absolute fatality or perfect contingency—and that in regard
to them, there is no fixed philosophical relation between cause and effect :
and therefore, the life, health, disease, and diet of man, cannot be go-
verned by fixed laws, nor made matters of systematic science.This reasoning, at first view, appears forcible and conclusive—but
when thoroughly examined, it proves to be entirely fallacious :—and the
more deeply and extensively we push our investigations on this subject,
the more fully are we convinced that human life, health, disease, diet,
and general regimen, are matters of as pure and nearly as exact science
as mathematics. Indeed, the science of human life, or of human nature,
is far the most profound and important subject that has ever occupied the
attention of man—and in order to the most perfect understanding of it, a
knowledge of all oilier sciences is requisite. In fact, it may almost he
said that the science of human life consists of the sum of all other sci-
ences systematized into one !—and the only reasons why the notions of
mankind are so vague and erroneous on this subject, are that they never
study it as a science ; and most or all ol their opinions are the results
of feeling, or what they mis-call experience, rather than of deep reason-ing and philosophical investigation. Nor is it surprising that it should
* Since these notes were take«, he has died.
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be so, when the nature of man as a rational animal, and the circumstances
in which he is placet!, and the influences which act on his natural and
moral susceptibilities, are accurately considered.It is obvious that in the general progress, of thing?, by which new
wants are continually and rapidly generated and multiplied, there is little
to lead the mind of man lo study ihe laws of human life, or to examine
the dietetic and other babils and circumstances ol civic, life, with reference
to health and disease.
The artizan who manufactured the first rude cup or goblet, probably
.
never gave a thought to the question whether water or some other liquidis best adapted lo the natural wants of man :—and since him, the thou-
sands who have been employed in the same line of art, have seldom, if
ever, been led, by their occupation, to inquire whether wine, tea, coffee,
and other alcoholic and narcotic beverages, are adapted to the real wants
of ihe human body, and consistent with the laws of life and health. On
the contrary, the very employment and circumstances of every artizan
require the constant application of his mental powers to the principles
and operations of his art, in order to his immediate success as an artizan,
and to his ultimate pecuniary success as a member of society. And thisis also true of almost every other member of society. The wants of
civic life are so numerous, and constitute so important a part of the very
texture of social and domestic life, that every man finds nearly his whole
time and attention taken up in supplying them.
It is true that disease multiplies in society, in proportion as man re-
moves from a pure state of nature, and becomes more and more an arti-ficial being in his habits and circumstances :—and this leads to the study
of the healing art—and ultimately to the study of anatomy and physiolo-
gy. But, even here, the general tendency of things is far less favorable
to the accurate and profound study of the science of human life, than isgenerally supposed.Disease always precedes the physician :—and the sick are only con-
cerned to know how they can obtain the most speedy relief from their
sufferings. The question with them, and with their friends, is not, how
they come by their sickness, or by what violation of ihe laws of life ithas been induced—but by what remedies they can remove the disease
and restore health.
The domestic therapeutics of the earliest stages of society is generally
extremely simple, and is perhaps governed at first by the morbid cravings
of the patient, by accident, and finally by experience. If by any meansthe disease is removed, the remedies and measures employed are care-fully remembered, and used again when similar cases occur ; and in this
manner, every tribe and almost every family soon acquire their systemof pharmacy, and their theory and practice of medicine.As society advances and diseases become more numerous and frequent,it follows, as a necessary result from the natural order of things, that in-dividuals become devoted to the study of remedies, and to the care of
the sick ; and thus physicians originate. The office is, perhaps, morefrequently at first confined to the priesthood, who employ; with their
simple remedies, an abundance of superstitious juggling and incantation
and exorcism.
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In time, however, some master-spirit, like Hippocrates, rises up, and
digests the chaos of crude elements into something like order and
system. But it is obvious that, from the first rude origin of these ele-
ments, to their systematic arrangement, everything is done simply with
a view to eure the disease, and without any regard lo its cause :—and,
indeed, the disease itself is generally considered as the direct and vindic-
tive infliction of some benevolent or malevolent supernatural being or
beings ;—and, therefore, in all the progress of the healing art, thus far,
not a step is taken towards investigating the laws of life and health, and
the philosophy of disease.
Nor, after medicine had received a more systematic form from the
plastic hand of Hippocrates, did it lead its votaries to those researches
which were most essential to its success, and which its great importance
to society demanded ; but like religion and everything else in the hands
of man, it became blended with the grossest supersiitions, errors and ab-
surdities. Hence, from the earliest traditions of Egypt, until compara-
tively modern times, the history of medicine, with very limited excep-
tions, is a tissue of ignorance and folly, error and absurdity ; and only
serves to demonstrate the absence of that knowledge upon which alone
an enlightened and successful system of medicine can be founded ; and
to show to what extent a noble, and we might perhaps with propriety say
divine art, can be degraded, and perverted from its high capabilities ofgood, to almost universal evil, by the gross ignorance and sensuality and
superstition and cupidity of man.
In ascertaining and defining ihe symptoms of disease, with reference
to the application of remedies, some of the ancients certainly did much
for the healing art ; and they undoubtedly made considerable attainments
in the knowledge of anatomy and surgery. But we ought lo know that
all ibis may be done with almost entire ignorance of the laws of life, and
the true philosophy of disease. Still, however, it must be admitted that
with all the disadvantages under which be labored in regard to physiolo-gical knowledge, the therapeutic views of Hippocrates were such asjustly entitled him to be called " the father of medicine."In modern times anatomy and surgery have been carried perhaps nearly
to the point of perfection ; and very great attainments have been made inphysiology. The science of human life has been studied with intense
interest and remarkable success : but this has been confined to the de-
voted few; while, even in our own day and in (he medical profession itself,
the general and powerful tendency of things is adverse to the increase
and diffusion of scientific knowledge in regard to human life, health and
disease.
Intent, as all men are, on present enjoyment, they are little inclined to
practise self-denial for the sake of a future good which they consider in
any possible degree contingent ; and will only consent to bear the cross
when compelled by necessity, or when they find it the only means of
shunning imminent destruction, or of escaping from intolerable evils.Hence, so long as mankind are favored with even a moderate degree of
health, they rush into the eagerly desired excitements of their various
pursuits, and pleasures and indulgences ; and nothing seems to them more
visionary and ridiculous, than precepts and regulations and admonitions
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concerning the preservation of health. While they possess health, they
will not believe that they are in any danger of losing it—or if they are,
nothing in their habits or practices can have any effect, either in destroy-ing or preserving it; nor can they be convinced of the universal delusion,that if they enjoy health they have within themselves the constant de-
monstration, that their habits and practices are conformable lo the laws
of health, at least, in their own constitutions. They will not, therefore,
consent lo be benefited, contrarily to what they regard as necessary totheir present enjoyment, neither by the experience nor by the learningof others.
The consequence is—as a general fact—that while in health mankindprodigally waste ihe resources of their constitution, as if the energies oflife were inexhaustible—and when, by ihe violence or by the continu-
ance of their excesses, they have brought on acute or chronic disease,
which interrupts their pursuits and destroys their comforts, they fly lo thephysician, not to learn from him by what violations of what laws of life
and health they have drawn the evil upon themselves—and by what
means they can in future avoid the same and similar difficulties ; but,
considering themselves as unfortunate beings, visited with afflictions
which they have in no manner been concerned in causing, they requirethe exercise of ihe physician's skill in the application of remedies by
which their sufferings may be alleviated and their disease removed. And,in doing this, the more the practice of the physician conforms to ihe ap-petites of the patient, the greater is his popularity, and ihe more cheer-fully and generously is he rewarded.
Everything, therefore, in the structure and operations of society, tends
to confine the practising physician to the department of therapeutics, and
make him a mere curer of disease ; and the consequence is, that, except-ing the few who are particularly favored by their situations as publicteachers, the medical fraternity, even of the present day, have little in-ducement or opportunity to apply themselves to the study of the science
of human life, with that devotedness and zeal and perseverance, which
the profoundness and intricacy of the subject require. While, on the
other hand, almost everything by which men can be corrupted, is con-tinually presented, to induce them to become the mere panders of humanignorance and depravity and lust ;—and il they do not sink their nobleprofession to the level of the vilest empiricism, it is owing to their own
moral sensibility and philanthropy and love ol virtue, and magnanimity,
rather iban to the discriminating encouragement which lhey receive from,
sociely, to pursue an elevated scientific professional career.
BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.
BOSTON, NOVEMBER 18, 1835
HOUSE OF INDUSTRY HOSPITAL.
A few mornings since, we visited this institution, with reference to an
examination of the medical department, which, from small beginnings,
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